
 

 
Managing hay meadows, dry acid pastures and calcareous 
grassland on an upland farm  
 
Monyash House Farm, near Bakewell in 
Derbyshire, is a 170 ha holding of which about 
60 hectares is managed as species-rich 
grasslands and meadows. This 60 ha amounts 
to 23 different fields all with their individual 
character and means that a mosaic of 
management is required to sustain the 
diversity of species present. Just 27 ha are 
managed as hay meadows with orchids, 
common knapweed, common birds-foot 
trefoil, yellow rattle and oxeye daisy. The 
rest of the grassland is managed as pasture, 
ranging from areas of dry acid grassland with 

mountain pansy, tormentil and heath 
bedstraw, through to calcareous grasslands 
with small scabious, salad and greater burnet, 
lady's bedstraw, fairy flax and meadow 
saxifrage. There are also small areas of 
calaminarian grassland with spring sandwort 
on the old lead workings. “We are not experts 
on all the insects and butterflies we see, but 
love the skylarks, meadow pipits and the 
flocks of winter thrushes that pass through, as 
well as the brown hares” says Sandra and 
Andrew Needham who farm the land. 
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Sandra explains more about the history of the 
farm and their involvement with the land: “As 
long time National Trust tenants we have 
always been keen to show that 
environmentally sensitive land management 
can form a positive part of the sustainable 
management of a successful dairy enterprise 
on the White Peak plateau. As each year 
progresses, the life-cycle of the meadows and 

grasslands and their hum of life is the 
inspiration for us. Whilst in many respects we 
have quietly got on with this, since the 
process of setting up our new HLS agreement 
last year, we are now increasingly making 
links with adjacent SSSI's and Lathkill Dale 
NNR which borders our holding. In partnership 
with National Trust and Natural England we 
hope to share our best practice and 
restoration methods across the Peak District 
and even beyond.” 
 
Since becoming tenants of Monyash House 
Farm, Andrew and Sandra Needham have felt 
that it was as important to manage the 
grasslands with wildlife conservation in mind 
as well as run a financially secure farm 
business. To make it all fit together is not 
always easy, but they aim to graze the 
pastures at the right time and without over-
stocking which may lead to livestock poaching 
of the soil, and mow the hay meadows late in 
the season to enable insects, particulalry 
pollinators, to feed on the flowers. All of the 
species-rich grassland is managed with low 
fertiliser inputs. “Through the process of 
working up our new HLS agreement, it has 
become clear that we have maintained the 
condition and diversity of the grasslands we 
have in our care and so we should begin to 
enhance and extend these with the help and 
support of the National Trust and Natural 
England” says Sandra. 
 
Juggling the needs of the dairy farm business 
and the wildlife can be complementary 
explains Sandra: “Whilst our new HLS 
agreement supports and guides our land 
management, as well as builds on the 
previous Countryside Stewardship agreement 
we had, we believe we have committed 
substantially to go beyond the requirements 
of the scheme. We are currently erecting a 
hay barn so that we can store, and therefore 
harvest, all the crop as hay from the 23 hay 
meadows. This will mean more of the seed 
drop-out will return to the meadows as we 
supplimentary feed the species-rich hay over 
the winter by scattering it across the fields 
(so that it doesn’t build-up nutrients in the 
soil if any is left un-eaten by the cattle). It is 
also beneficial as we won’t have to buy in as 
much hay over the winter period.” 
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Over recent years Andrew and Sandra have 
invested in a pedigree Hereford cattle herd, 
which they consider to be a better grazing 
animal more suited to forage on the species-
rich grasslands that the young dairy stock. 
This is also part of the restoration of seven 
agriculturally improved fields, three of which 
border Lathkill Dale NNR, using green hay 
from nearby SSSI fields and the farm’s own 
species-rich hay meadows.This goes alongside 
repairing the stone walls on the farm which 
are part of the landscape character of the 
area. 
 
Sandra sums up the future aspirations for the 
meadows: We will learn about the 
practicalities and success of the three-year 
programme of hay meadow restoration, 
beginning in the summer of 2015. In the 
coming years we would be proud to see our 
meadows providing donor seed to other sites 
in the area, further expanding the species-
rich grasslnd around the white peak.” 
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