
Cock’s-foot 
 

A tufted grass with very  
flattened waxy white bases. 
The flower looks like a cock’s
-foot when turned upside 
down. 
 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Yellow rattle 
 

The spear-shaped leaves with 
small teeth are arranged in 
opposite pairs up the stem. 
The yellow flowers sit in an 
inflated bladder-like calyx 
and the ripe seeds rattle.  
 

Found in neutral hay  
meadows 

Pyramidal orchid 
 

Grey-green basal leaves are 
present at the bottom of 
the stem which has a  
pyramid of pinkish-red  
Foxy scented flowers. 
 
Found in calcareous  
grassland 
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Yorkshire fog 
 

Tufted, soft hairy grass and 
the bases of the stems have 
red stripes so this plant is 
often recognised as having 
‘striped pyjamas’!   
 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Eyebright 
 

Short-medium plant with 
oval-toothed leaves in  
opposite pairs up the stem. 
Flower petals range from 
white to pink with a longer 
lower lip and usually yellow 
centre. 
 

Found in all grassland types 

Sweet vernal grass 
 

It has tufts of hairs where 
the leaves join the stem 
and the flowers are in a 
spike. This is an early  
flowering grass. 
 
Found in calcareous and 
neutral grassland 

Rye-grass 
 

The florets are flattened 
into a thin flower spike. If 
this species is dominant, it 
usually means that the 
grassland has been  
agriculturally improved. 
 
Found in neutral grassland 

Crested dog’s-tail  
 

The flowers are all  
attached to the stem on 
one side giving a  
characteristic smooth side 
to the spike and rough side 
where the flowers are. 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Timothy 
 

It has a conical flower head 
and each floret has two 
spikes looking a little like 
deer horns. 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Spotted orchid 
 

Slender plant with a solid 
stem and purple spots going 
across the dull grey-green 
leaf. Pale pink flowers with 
purple streaks and spots. 
 
 

Found in neutral grassland 



Early purple orchid 
 

Shiny dark green leaves with 
purple spots that are  
arranged lengthways up and 
down the leaves. Purple-
crimson flowers. 
 

Found in calcareous  
grassland 

Devil’s-bit scabious /  
Blue button 
 

Elliptical leaves with deep blue
-violet flower heads. The name 
comes from the myth that the 
devil bit off the roots in anger 
about the medicinal properties 
of the plant. 
 

Found in all grassland types 

Bird’s-foot trefoil 
 

The flower buds are deep red 
opening to yellow flowers that 
can be tinged orange, giving 
rise to the common name 
‘eggs-and-bacon’. The seed 
pods look like a bird’s foot. 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

       How great is your grassland spotter sheet 

Wood crane’s-bill 
 

A hairy herb. The leaf lobes 
are 1.5-2 times as long as 
wide, and are deeply-
divided into 5-7 segments. 
Reddish-pinkish-violet  
flowers are 10-15mm 
across.  
 

Found in upland hay  

Harebell / Scottish bluebell 
 

Slender, medium-sized plant. 
Round base leaves turn into 
thin strap-like stem leaves. 
Bell-like flowers, 1.2-2 cm 
long, hang from a slender 
stem. 
 

Found in dry calcareous 
grassland 

Common knapweed /  
Black knapweed / 
Hardheads 
 

The leaves are rough-
haired, but not spiky. Deep 
purple flowers are 2-4cm 
across and thistle-like.  
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Betony 
 

Medium-sized plant. Each 
leaf edge is evenly lobed 
with blunt teeth all the 
way round. The red-purple 
flowers are around 15mm 
in length.  
 

Bee orchid 
 

Small to medium-sized plant 
with linear green leaves (no 
spots). The three sepals are a 
rosey-pink colour framing the 
flower which resembles a bee. 
 

Found in calcareous and  
neutral grasslands 

Self-heal 
 

A low-growing herb. The 
stalked leaves are oval-
shaped. The asymmetrical 
purple flowers have a 
hooded upper lip and three 
lobes on the lower lip. 
 

Found in neutral grassland 

Meadow buttercup 
 

Meadow buttercup leaves 
are deeply dissected with 3-
5 lobes. The green sepals 
behind the bright yellow 
flower are spreading. 
 

Found in calcareous and 
neutral grassland 



Tormentil 
 

Creeping herb up to 10cm 
long with shiny deep-green 
leaves. The flowers have 
four yellow petals. 
 
 
 

Found in acid grassland 

Red clover 
 

Typical clover leaf with 
three leaflets. The flower 
head is made up of lots of 
small red florets. 
 
 

Found in neutral grassland 
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Ragged-Robin 
 

Spear-shaped, green leaves 
are arranged opposite each 
other up the stem. The pink 
flowers are star-shaped with 
five deeply-divided petals.  
 

Found in wet acid and  
neutral grasslands 

Oxeye daisy / Moon daisy  
 

Tall plant with spoon-shaped 
leaves. The flower head is a 
typical large daisy, with 
white ray petals and  
inner yellow disc florets. 
   

Found in neutral grassland 

Meadowsweet 
 

Frothy creamy-white flowers. 
Crushed leaves have a  
medicinal smell. Syrup made 
from this wildflower’s rosehips 
have 20times as much Vitamin 
C as orange juice! 
 

Found in wet grassland 

Cuckooflower / Lady’s-smock 
 

Lower basal leaves have  
opposite pairs of leaflets with 
a terminal rounded leaflet. 
Stem leaves are strap-like. The 
flowers are white to rose-pink. 
 
 

Found in wet neutral  

Yarrow 
 

Tufted wild flower with 
leaves that look like  
feathers. The white  
flowers are borne at the 
top of the stems. 
 
 

Found in neutral grassland 
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