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In 2009, the site was designated a Local 
Wildlife Site due to it supporting a wide range 
of habitats; pastures, amenity grassland and 
riverside vegetation, enriched by the view of 
the historic mediaeval Teston Bridge on the 
River Medway (Teston bridge Country Park 
Management plan 2014-2019). 
 
The grassland sites are divided into three 
meadows; 

 Coombe bank,  
 Tutsham and  
 Bridge meadows.  

 
In 2012, Medway Valley Countryside 
Partnership investigated the possibility of two  

 
meadows, Coombe Bank and Tutsham, being 
grazed by livestock to increase the diversity  
of species. The proposal would keep Bridge 
meadow reserved as amenity grassland. 
Although this action was implemented in 
2012, it was continued through the Save Our 
Magnificent Meadows project with further 
management advice being given to the local 
council. 
 
Tutsham Meadow consists of rough grassland 
pasture. The most abundant grasses are 
creeping bent and cock’s-foot, together with 
Yorkshire fog and perennial rye-grass. 
Common bird’s-foot-trefoil and creeping 
buttercup are locally abundant.  

Map showing the grasslands at Teston 
Country Park © Medway Valley 

Countryside Partnership 



 

 

Ponies grazing Coombe Bank  ©  Medway Valley Countryside Partnership 

Highland cattle grazing Tutson ©  Medway Valley Countryside Partnership 



 

The grassland on Coombe Bank is broadly 
similar although it is being colonised to a 
greater degree by Bramble and tall ruderals 
such as creeping thistle. The sward is more 
open on ant hills and where there is localised 
rabbit grazing around warrens. 
 
Tutsham Meadow and Coombe Bank meadows 
were classified as the Integrated Habitat 
Survey (IHS) category GN1Z Other Lowland 
Meadows.  
 
Tall grassland at the edges of Bridge Meadow 
and along the towing path in the northern half 
of the site is dominated by the coarse grass 
false oat-grass together with creeping thistle, 
hogweed, broad-leaved dock and common 
nettle. Together these species indicate that 
there might be higher nutrients in this part of 
the meadow complex. 
 
Management action 
 
The main objective for the whole country 
park was to maintain and enhance the 
grasslands for nature conservation and public 
use. The management prescriptions were as 
follows: 

 Control density of weeds; 
 Enhancement of the hedgerow along 

Tutsham Meadow by planting 
additional shrub species and adopting 
a light trimming regime; 

 Removal of non-native tree species; 
and 

 Maintain the area of dense scrub and 
monitor its spread onto grassland. 

 
The livestock brought onto the meadows are a 
combination of ponies owned by the council 
and Highland cattle provided by a local 
grazier. The stocking density prescribed by 
the previous management plan was equal to 1 
cow per 0.75 ha. The aim was to achieve a 
light grazing pressure using extensive grazing, 
which in turn promotes variation in vegetation 
structure and overall species diversity. The 

site was heavily grazed with Hebridean Sheep 
in 2011, but the grazing pressure was relaxed 
in 2012. The grazing regime will need to be 
re-assessed annually to reflect changing 
weather conditions and sward growth.  
Cattle grazing started at Coombe Bank in 2012 
in order to graze out some of the coarse 
grasses at the bottom of the hill. The grazier 
moved his herd of highland cattle onto the 
meadow for 2-3 months in the summer. The 
bottom of the meadow will never be of high 
quality grassland as each year it is flooded, 
and high levels of nutrients get left in silt. It 
is, however, very good for birds and insects 
living in the reeds and a patch of thistle at 
the bottom of the hill. Spread of these 
species is contained by cutting every 3 years, 
and the extents are regularly monitored and 
revised as necessary (Teston Bridge Country 
Park Management Plan 2014-2019). 
 
Monitoring the effect of management 
 
Initial site surveys showed a community 
dominated by the coarse grass false oat-grass 
together with creeping thistle, hogweed, 
broad-leaved dock and common nettle in both 
fields. 
 
Surveys in 2017 show that the diversity of 
species in Tutsham had increased with a 
mixture of semi-improved grassland species 
including common birds-foot-trefoil, white 
and red clover, creeping buttercup, common 
sorrel, lesser stitchwort, ribwort plantain, 
hedge bedstraw, creeping cinquefoil and field 
bindweed. With a number of grasses including 
Yorkshire fog, cock’s-foot and red fescue. The 
scrub is sparse, with a few hawthorn bushes 
dotted around. This field has been grazed 
with cattle and the height of the sward and 
negative indicators have been reduced as a 
result. There is little evidence of hogweed or 
creeping thistle in this field, showing the 
grazing pressure has achieved its aim to 
reduce these negative indicator species.  
 



 

Coombe Bank has been grazed with two 
ponies throughout the summer months with 
the cattle being introduced in late spring. In 
2017, this field still had a dominant growth of 
coarse grasses, reeds and scrub. It was also 
grazed by rabbits creating an interesting 
mosaic of habitats throughout the grassland 
with a scatter of ant hills. Species present 
included common bird’s-foot-trefoil, red 
clover, ribwort plantain, lesser stitchwort, 
crosswort, meadow buttercup, hogweed, 
black knapweed, common nettle, hairy tare 
and  smooth tare. The sward was dominated 
by false oat-grass, common reed (in patches), 
cock’s-foot, red fescue, perennial rye grass 
and tufted hair grass (in patches). Coombe 
Bank has been subject to less grazing pressure 
in the past which has resulted in a dominance 
of grasses and scrub species. It is hopeful that 
the problem species will be reduced as has 
been the case in the Tutsham if grazing using 
cattle is maintained. 

Tutson grassland in 2014 © Medway Valley Countryside 
Partnership 

Coombe Bank grassland in 2014 © Medway Valley Countryside 
Partnership 


